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From the Editor’s Desk…

Welcome to the inaugural issue of 
CROSSINGS! As promised, CROSSINGS 
is now the Hampton Roads Metropolitan 
Planning Organization’s (HRMPO) quarterly 
newsletter. As mentioned in the Summer 
issue, this is but one of the planned 
additions initiated by the HRMPO. In this 
issue, you’ll learn more about some of  
those changes. 

For example, we recently launched a new 
HRMPO website, www.hrmpo.org . (See page 8.) This website is the new 
web source for information about the HRMPO. Like CROSSINGS, we view 
the new website as a “living” document of the HRMPO and its activities. 
We anticipate continuous updates and improvements, and as such, we 
welcome feedback regarding the site and the information provided there.

We’ve also included in this issue a general primer on what a Metropolitan 
Planning Organization is and its function in the transportation planning 
process. We’re hoping to make this a regular feature as we provide more 
information about the work the HRMPO is doing on behalf of the citizens of 
Hampton Roads. (Also on page 8.)

Finally, we’ve included some feature articles regarding transportation topics 
from around the state. We hope to incorporate more such articles in future 
issues, as we would like CROSSINGS to be a complete source for all-things 
transportation. This reminds me, I’d like to thank Ivan Rucker and Louis 
Guy for their kind words about CROSSINGS and their suggestions. Again, 
I invite our readers and partners to contribute to this publication. My email 
address is included below. Feel free to drop me an email with comments 
and suggestions.

Joe Turner 
Editor

E-mail: jturner@hrpdcva.gov
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In Jan-Jun ’08, Hampton 
Roads Transit (HRT) 
ridership increased 
28% from the same 
period in 2007…

HAMPTON ROADS TRANSIT

Jan-Jun ’07 = 11,887,900
HAMPTON ROADS TRANSIT

Jan-Jun ’08 = 13,912,300

Did You Know…

MAIN OFFICE: The Regional Building • 723 Woodlake Drive • Chesapeake, VA 23320 • Ph: 757.420.8300 • Fax: 757.523.4881
PENINSULA: (Visit by appointment) • 2101 Executive Drive, Suite 1-C • Tower Box 8 • Hampton, VA 23666 • Ph: 757.420.8300
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The WiIliamsburg 
Area Transport (WAT) 
also experienced an 
increase of 16% during 
this same timeframe.

Message from the Executive Director
I hope you will enjoy the inaugural issue of CROSSINGS! We’re excited about this issue 
as it not only marks the first dedicated newsletter of the Hampton Roads Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (HRMPO), but it also demonstrates the collaborative and regional 
spirit the HRMPO hopes to foster and nurture. We can only hope that our collaborative 
spirit is the spark that lights a fire of greater regional, state and federal cooperation in 
addressing Hampton Roads’ transportation needs. There is a lot of work to do.

Our transportation infrastructure is continuing to deteriorate at an alarming rate. The 
closing of the Kings Highway Bridge and the likelihood of closing the Jordan Bridge are 
but the tip of the problem. Many of the underlying problems are literally not visible but 
will eventually require abandonment of additional infrastructure. A reality most of us never 
dreamed of 20 years ago.

The combination of accelerated growing demands of bridge, tunnel, highway and roadway 
maintenance and revenue streams that are not keeping pace, is leaving the motoring 
public with severe bottlenecks at key points in our transportation network. Stop and go 
congestion at the Downtown Tunnel, Midtown Tunnel, I-64 on the Peninsula, HRBT,  
I-64/264 Interchange, I-64 High Rise Bridge, Jefferson Avenue, Mercury Boulevard, 
Dominion Boulevard Bridge, Independence Boulevard and Lynnhaven Parkway are no 
longer random events. These are daily experiences and are now occurring on many other 
city streets and river crossings in virtually every locality in Hampton Roads. 

As a region, we need to consider serious solutions that range from new ways of 
doing business with public-private partnerships to extensive improvements in public 
transportation.  We cannot afford to continue to debate IF we have a problem. We must 
bring our focus to the public arena and have a productive discussion with our dedicated 
state and local elected officials. We must utilize state of the art technical and financial 
solutions to give the public and the next generation a better set of conditions.

There has never, in the history of the Commonwealth of Virginia, been a more compelling 
time to meet our transportation challenges. I urge you all to have this dialogue and above 
all insist that the public, our local elected officials and our technical experts create 
solutions that we can all be proud of. The HRMPO stands ready as a forum for discussion 
and a technical resource for this endeavor. 

Dwight L. Farmer 
Executive Director, HRMPO
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The recent closure of the Kings Highway Bridge in 
Suffolk and the dire condition of the Jordan Bridge 
in Chesapeake demonstrate the financial struggle to 
maintain critical infrastructure. A great deal of money is 
required to not only build bridges, but maintain them as 
well. The HRMPO recently completed the final portion 
of the Regional Bridge Study that examined the region’s 
1,237 bridges. This final report addressed how bridges 
are funded, bridge projects slated for the region, as well 
as an analysis of how closures of our region’s major 
bridges would impact the region’s transportation system. 
(See companion article, page 5.) 

Bridge projects are funded by a number of sources, with 
a majority of bridge projects receiving funding from 
Federal and State sources. The Federal government’s 
Highway Bridge Program (HBP) allocates bridge 
replacement or rehabilitation funds to each state via a 
complex formula. A bridge project qualifies for these 
funds based upon its classification and sufficiency rating. 
(See below.) Once VDOT receives the Federal funds, it 
prioritizes and distributes them to bridge projects around 
the state via a formula to assure that HBP funds are spent 
on the bridges in most need. 

Most Federal bridge funds require matching State funds 
which are provided by VDOT. If a bridge project is to 
use HBP funds, only 80% of the project’s total cost can 
be funded with HBP funds. The state must provide the 
remaining 20% to match the HBP funds. In addition 
to Federal and State funds, some bridges are funded 

with regional funds or funding provided by local 
governments. Toll revenues are also another source 
of funding for bridge projects. In Hampton Roads, 
tolls were collected to pay for the original Downtown 
Tunnel and Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel, as well as 
the Midtown Tunnel, and tolls are currently collected 
at various bridges including the Coleman Bridge, 
which connects York and Gloucester Counties, and the 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel. 

As aging infrastructure requires more maintenance 
funding and construction costs skyrocket, less money 
is available statewide for bridge projects. Since 2003, 
44 bridges have been built, replaced or rehabilitated 
in Hampton Roads. There are 25 bridge projects with 
some funding included in VDOT’s current FY2009-2014 
Six-Year Improvement Program (SYIP). Of those 25, only 
nine are projected to be fully funded and only six are 
projected to begin construction by the end of FY 2014. 
These 25 combined projects have an estimated cost of 
$785 million with only $345 million currently allocated.

The severity of this deficit in bridge project funding is 
magnified by the fact that SYIP projects only address 
a small portion of structurally deficient bridges in 
Hampton Roads. Across the region, there are a total 
of 54 bridges that have been classified as structurally 
deficient. Of those 54 bridges, only 17 have any funding 
programmed into the State SYIP and only five of the 54 
bridges are expected to begin construction before the 
end of FY2014.

Bridge Funding

Funding included in the SYIP 
or a CIP, and construction is 
expected to begin before the 
end of FY-2014

Funding included in the SYIP 
or a CIP, but construction is 
not expected to begin before 
the end of FY-2014

No funding included in the 
SYIP or a CIP

67%67%
24%24%

9%9%

Funding Availability and Construction Timelines for 
Structurally Deficient Bridges in Hampton Roads

Six-Year Improvement Program (SYIP) • Capital Improvement Plan (CIP)
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The tragedy of the I-35W Bridge collapse in Minnesota has 
not only exacted a toll in lives lost, but its sudden removal 
from Minneapolis’ transportation infrastructure has had 
a ripple effect on the rest of that region’s transportation 
system. With bridge facilities playing such a vital role 
in Hampton Roads’ transportation system, the HRMPO, 
as part of the Regional Bridge Study, examined what the 
effects would be if a major bridge was removed from 
service. The study established a criteria to define “major 
bridges” among Hampton Roads’ 1,237 bridges. To be 
considered a major bridge, a bridge had to meet at least 
one of the following conditions: 

Cross the Hampton Roads Harbor; 1. 
Cross the Elizabeth River, including the Southern, 2. 
Eastern and Western Branches, and the Chesapeake & 
Albemarle Canal/Intracostal Waterway; and 
Have an average daily volume of greater than 10,000 3. 
vehicles per day AND a detour route of longer than 
15 miles. 

Twenty-six of the region’s bridges met at least one of these 
criteria. The HRMPO Bridge Study analysis of the 26 
bridges includes some facts and history of each facility, 
facility ratings and characteristics, and existing congestion 
levels. More importantly, the analysis depicts the impact 
of each facility’s closure on traffic patterns and congestion 
throughout Hampton Roads. (See example from the study 
below.) Closure of 20 of the 26 bridges would be expected 
to lead to increased or widespread congestion.

How Bridge Closures Impact Regional Travel



What is a Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO)? 
A Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) is a transportation policymaking 
organization comprised of 
representatives from local, state, and 
federal governments; transit agencies; 
and other stakeholders.  In 1962, 
the United States Congress passed 
legislation that mandated urban 
transportation planning as a condition 
for receiving federal transportation 
funds in any Urbanized Area (UZA) 
with a population greater than 50,000.  
The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1962 
made federal highway aid to such 
areas contingent on the establishment 
of a continuing and comprehensive 
transportation planning process carried 
out cooperatively by states and local 
communities (“3-C” planning process).  
The 1962 Act, along with federal 
initiatives to come in the 1970s that 
established Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations, formed the basis for 
metropolitan transportation planning 
used in the present day.  Any highway 
or transit project or program to be 
constructed or conducted within the 
Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA) and 
to be paid for with federal funds, must 
be approved by the MPO as being a 
product of the “3-C” process before 
any federal funds can be expended.  In 
addition, any highway or transit project 
deemed to be regionally-significant, 
regardless of the source(s) of funding, 
must receive MPO approval to proceed.

What does the MPO do? 
MPOs have five core functions:

Establish and manage a fair and 1. 
impartial setting for effective 
regional decision-making 

with regard to metropolitan 
transportation planning

Evaluate transportation alternatives 2. 
appropriate to the region in terms 
of its unique needs, issues, and 
realistically available options

Develop and maintain a fiscally-3. 
constrained, Long-Range (at least 
20 years) Transportation Plan for 
the metropolitan planning area 

Develop and maintain a fiscally-4. 
constrained Transportation 
Improvement Program

Involve the public in the four 5. 
functions listed above

How is the MPO funded? 
MPOs are primarily funded with 
Metropolitan Planning funds from 
the Federal Highway Administration 
(PL funds) and the Federal Transit 
Administration (Section 5303 funds). 
These funds are matched at a ratio of 
80% federal to 20% state/local.  The 
20% match is divided evenly between 
state and local funds.

What is the scope of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Planning Process? 
The metropolitan transportation 
planning process shall be continuous, 
cooperative, and comprehensive, 
and provide for consideration and 
implementation of projects, strategies, 
and services that will address the 
following factors:

Support the economic vitality of • 
the metropolitan area, especially by 
enabling global competitiveness, 
productivity and efficiency

Increase the safety of the • 
transportation system for motorized 
and non-motorized users

Increase the security of the • 
transportation system for motorized 
and non-motorized users

Increase accessibility and mobility • 
of people and freight

Protect and enhance the • 
environment, promote energy 
conservation, improve the 
quality of life, and promote 
consistency between transportation 
improvements and state and local 
planned growth and economic 
development patterns

Enhance the integration and • 
connectivity of the transportation 
system, across and between modes, 
for people and freight

Promote efficient system • 
management and operation

Emphasize the preservation of the • 
existing transportation system
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Know Your MPO
From the Editor-The distribution list for CROSSINGS is growing to include a number of recipients with varying degrees of 
understanding about Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) and the transportation planning process. As such, we’ve 
created a feature that will provide information about MPOs in general and more specifically about the HRMPO and its 
transportation programs. The first installment explains what an MPO is, its mission and how it is funded.
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MPO Committee Improving MPO Functions

The MPO Committee is:
Stan D. Clark, Isle of Wight County

Joe S. Frank, Newport News 

Randall A. Gilliland, Hampton 

Clifton E. Hayes, Jr., Chesapeake 

Dennis W. Heuer, VDOT

James O. McReynolds, York County

Mark D. Rickards, WATA

Ivan P. Rucker, FHWA

Douglas L. Smith, Portsmouth 

James K. Spore, Virginia Beach 

Michael S. Townes, TDCHR

Following this year’s Federal Quadrennial Certification 
Review, the HRMPO moved to address the Corrective 
Actions requested by the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) in the review. A few of the corrective actions 
sought to better define the operations and public access 
to the HRMPO and its activities. To help expedite this 
enhancement, the HRMPO established a public committee, 
the MPO Committee, to review and address the FHWA 
corrective actions.

The MPO Committee has met six times since its 
establishment and has made a great deal of progress with 
addressing Federal concerns.The MPO Committee continues 
to work on: 

An organizational structure and membership of MPO-1. 
related committees and subcommittees

Addressing corrective actions and programmatic 2. 
recommendations included in the final report on the 
Quadrennial Certification Review

Development of MPO Bylaws3. 

Updating the Metropolitan Planning Agreement between 4. 
the HRMPO and VDOT

At the September HRMPO meeting, the MPO approved the 
following recommendations:

Operating the Transportation Technical Committee (TTC) • 
as a public body with its current composition of staff 
members from the Hampton Roads jurisdictions.

Establishing a new standing Transportation Advisory • 
Committee (TAC) composed of the Chief Administrative 
Officers of urbanized area localities and other 
stakeholders including Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT), Williamsburg Area Transit 
Authority (WATA), Transportation District Commission 
of Hampton Roads (TDCHR),Virginia Department of 
Rail and Public Transportation (VDRPT), FHWA, Federal 
Transportation Administration (FTA) and Virginia Port 
Authority (VPA).

Dispatching to the federal team a letter of assurance • 
identifying a consensus among the MPO, VDOT, 
Hampton Roads Transit (HRT) and Williamsburg Area 
Transport (WAT), that federal regulations and state 
law (FOIA) regarding open meeting and notification 
requirements have been met for the HRMPO and its 
committees/subcommittees.
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The State of Transportation
in Hampton
 Roads Upda

te
HRMPO’s New Web Home
The HRMPO has a new home on the World Wide Web. The new site, 
www.hrmpo.org launched in early September will be the new home for 
all things HRMPO. 

Up until September, information about the HRMPO was only available 
via the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission’s website, www.
hrpdcva.gov. Both sites will continue to provide HRMPO information 
for a short period of time, or until all the HRMPO information can be 
successfully migrated to the new home. Eventually, the HRPDC’s site 
will focus transportation-wise, only on rural transportation initiatives 
with a link to the new HRMPO site.

The HRMPO envisions the new website to be a constant work in 
progress, with new information, new material and expanded features 
added frequently. The public and other stakeholders are encouraged to 
use the Contact Form to provide feedback and seek information about 
the HRMPO, its mission and work.

Make sure you visit and bookmark the HRMPO site:  
http://www.hrmpo.org

HRMPO On the Road…
The work of the HRMPO continues to receive 
national recognition. Below is a brief list of the 
staff and the regional and national conferences 
where they have been invited to present or 
participate. The list covers the last six months  
of 2008.

Camelia Ravanbakht  
Deputy Executive Director
September 2008 - Presented “Hampton Roads 
Congestion Management Program” at the 
TRB Conference on Meeting Federal Surface 
Transportation Requirements in Statewide and 
Metropolitan Planning in Atlanta, GA.
October 2008 - AMPO Annual Conference in 
Seattle, WA.
November 2008 -Presenting “Major Regional 
Projects” at Conference Of Minority 
Transportation Officials-Historically Underutilized 
Businesses (COMTO-HUB) in Virginia Beach, VA.
December 2008 - Presenting “Regional Concept 
of Transportation Operations” at the TRB National 
Conference on Advancing Regional Traffic 
Operations and Management in Washington, DC.

Rob Case 
Principal Transportation Engineer
August 2008 – Presented “Improving the Mobility 
of Non-Drivers Using Proximity to Destinations” 
at the ESRI International User Conference in  
San Diego, CA.
November 2008 - Presenting “Improving the 
Mobility of Non-Drivers Using Proximity to 
Destinations” at the North American Regional 
Science Council annual meeting, New York, NY.

Dale Stith 
Transportation Planner
August 2008 – The ESRI International User 
Conference in San Diego, CA.
September 2008 – Annual Virginia GIS 
Conference, Roanoke, VA.



Elizabeth River Crossings 
Study Completed
The HRMPO recently concluded a comprehensive study that identifies 
the present and long-term (2030) demand for crossing the Elizabeth River 
between the Midtown Tunnel and the High Rise Bridge. The study estimated 
the latent crossing demand in the corridor and the ability of present and 
proposed facilities to accommodate this. In addition, two alternative 
crossings not included in the region’s 2030 Long-Range Transportation Plan 
were analyzed. The city of Portsmouth requested the study.

Over a quarter-million vehicle trips cross the five Elizabeth River crossings 
each weekday. Four of the five corridor crossings are currently severely 
congested. No additional highway crossings have been constructed since 
1987. Socioeconomic projections indicate that the areas to the east and 
west of the Elizabeth River will grow in population, with each area growing 
by over 100,000 people between 2000 and 2030. This projected growth 
suggests that the crossings will see increased demand and use on top of 
current levels. The demand for the crossings measures how many vehicles 
per day would like to use the given facility. The typical weekday demand 
to cross the river in this corridor is expected to grow by 79,000 vehicles 
between 2007 and 2030. 

Two alternative locations for capacity expansions were evaluated for the 
year 2030 as a part of this study. Both alternatives assume the projects in the 
region’s 2030 Long-Range Transportation Plan are in place. The alternatives 
evaluated were:

Alternative A:  Creation of a partial loop from the Midtown Tunnel to • 
I-464 via the MLK Freeway and a new Jordan Bridge with tolls. 

Alternative B:  A widening of Military Highway to six through lanes • 
from Battlefield Blvd to Bowers Hill, with tolls on the Gilmerton Bridge. 
This alternative assumes that the Jordan Bridge is no longer in service.

Forecast volume is an estimate of the number of vehicles that will use the 
given facility under actual capacity and toll conditions. More total vehicle 
trips are served with Alternative A in comparison to Alternative B (277,000 
versus 224,000) and in comparison to the 2030 Long-Range Transportation 
Plan (277,000 versus 274,000). Alternative A also has a significant impact 
on the Downtown Tunnel, reducing its volume by 17,000 vehicles per day, 
due to some 56,000 vehicles attracted to the new limited-access loop.

Other modes for crossing the river were also evaluated. Currently, the 
ability to cross the Elizabeth River via bicycle or on foot is limited. Only 
two of the five crossings in the study area, the Jordan Bridge and Gilmerton 
Bridge, have sidewalks. Transit can assist bicyclists and pedestrians, as 
HRT’s bus routes that cross the Elizabeth River have bicycle racks, and the 
pedestrian ferry can accommodate bicyclists. Annual transit boarding for 
routes crossing the study area grew by an average of 6.6% per year between 
2003 and 2007.

For more information regarding the Elizabeth River Crossings Study, go to 
the HRMPO websiste:  http://www.hrmpo.org/MPO_Reports.asp 

264

64

58

13

17

Elizabeth River

464

264

PORTSMOUTH

NORFOLK

CHESAPEAKE

WIDEN MIDTOWN TUNNEL
(add 2 lanes; toll)

EXTEND MLK FWY TO I-264
(4 lanes; toll)

Toll Downtown Tunnel
(part of Midtown / MLK project)

WIDEN I-64
(add 2 lanes I-464 to Bowers Hill; toll)

WIDEN I-64
(add 2 HOV lanes

G'brier Pkwy to I-464)

BRIDGE REPLACEMENT

LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT
(Newtown Rd. to EVMS)

ALTERNATIVE A
NEW 4-LANE LIMITED
ACCESS HIGHWAY

(toll assumed at Jordan Bridge)

0 0.5 10.25
Miles

64

Note: The alignment of any project is not set until
the final design is completed.

264

64

58

13

17

Elizabeth River

464

264

PORTSMOUTH

NORFOLK

CHESAPEAKEWIDEN MILITARY HWY. TO 6 LANES
(Battlefield Blvd. to Bowers Hill;
toll assumed at Gilmerton Bridge)

Assume Jordan Bridge
is no longer usable

ALTERNATIVE B

WIDEN MIDTOWN TUNNEL
(add 2 lanes; toll)

EXTEND MLK FWY TO I-264
(4 lanes; toll)

Toll Downtown Tunnel
(part of Midtown / MLK project)

WIDEN I-64
(add 2 lanes I-464 to Bowers Hill; toll)

WIDEN I-64
(add 2 HOV lanes

G'brier Pkwy to I-464)

BRIDGE REPLACEMENT

LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT
(Newtown Rd. to EVMS)

0 0.5 10.25
Miles

64

Note: The alignment of any project is not set until
the final design is completed. 9

Elizabeth River Crossings
Study

Elizabeth River Crossings
Study

June 2008June 2008 T08-07



10

The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) recently 
upgraded the state’s traffic advisory system, 511 Virginia. The 
511 Virginia System provides statewide updated traffic and 
travel information 24 hours a day, seven days a week, year-
round. The 511 system conveys incident and construction 
information gathered from VDOT crews, Safety Service 
Patrols, Virginia State Police dispatchers and some local 
law enforcement partners. VDOT launched the 511 system 
statewide in February 2005, after a three-year successful pilot 
program in the Shenandoah Valley. Since the start of 
the pilot program, 511 Virginia has received more than 
5.2 million calls and 2 million website visits. Motorists 
can call 511 from any landline or cell phone in 
Virginia. Those calling from out of state can access the 
system via a toll-free number, (866) MY511VA  
[(866) 695-1182].

The system’s new website, www.511Virginia.org, offers 
a set of tools that enable motorists to better plan their 
travel and adjust as road conditions change. Motorists 
can now receive personalized traffic information via 
e-mail, text pager, Blackberry, PDA, or other mobile 
device, or by calling 511 from a cell phone or land 
line. Available information includes accident/incident 
alerts, road construction and mobile alerts for changes 
in conditions for favored travel routes. A customized 
“511 Control Room” lets motorists set up their own 
personal traveler information resource. Traffic cameras, 
maps, traffic reports and construction information can 
be tailored for those roads or areas of interest. The 

new site also provides suggestions about alternative forms of 
transportation.

The new 511 system is a result of citizen input from 
suggestions VDOT has received over the past two years. 
VDOT anticipates more improvements to the 511 system 
improvements as it continues to collect customer feedback. 

For more information about 511 and other transportation-
related information, visit www.511Virginia.org, or  
www.VirginiaDOT.org

VDOT Launches Next Generation of 511 Virginia

Hampton Roads Transit (HRT) has received a $2.7 million 
grant to build a maintenance bay to service diesel-electric 
hybrid buses. The grant was a share of the Federal Transit 
Administration’s (FTA) Clean Fuels Grant Program. The HRT 
project was one of ten across the nation to receive the FTA grant 
money. HRT uses hybrid buses as part of their shuttle services,  
Norfolk’s NET, Virginia Beach’s Wave and Portsmouth’s Loop.

For consideration for Clean Fuels Grant money, projects had to 
involve clean fuel burning vehicles or facilities that service and 
maintain such vehicles. FTA received proposals totaling over 
$350 million in response to the notice of funding availability. 
Total funds available were nearly $28 million. 

Funds from this award will become available in September 2010.

HRT Receives Federal Transit Administration Grant
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The Commonwealth of Virginia released the new official 
state transportation map just before Labor Day. The new map, 
which is free of charge, is available online and can be ordered 
on the Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT’s) 
website. Maps are also available at state Welcome Centers, 
local and regional visitor centers, and VDOT offices. 

The map celebrates a variety of activities that can be enjoyed 
while vacationing in the Old Dominion. VDOT collaborated 
with the Virginia Tourism Corporation to develop the “Get 
Away” theme represented through the map’s images and text.

Notable additions to the 2008-2010 map include National 
Bike Routes 1 and 76, the Deltaville Maritime Museum and 
Holly Point Nature Park in Middlesex County, the Great 
Meadow equestrian event site in Fauquier County and Lewis 
Ginter Botanical Garden in Henrico County. More than 140 
cartographic changes were made, including the depiction of 
completed or widened highways.

Virginia law requires that VDOT produce a map showing the 
state’s highway system, and the first was published in 1922, 
before some roads were even assigned a number. A more 
comprehensive map was produced in 1928, and due to its 
popularity, the state quickly ran out of the 50,000 copies that 
were produced. By 1929, the demand jumped to 150,000. 
This year, 2.5 million maps were printed.

To order or download a copy of the map, visit:  
http://www.virginiadot.org/travel/maps-default.asp

For more information on Virginia Getaways, visit the Virginia 
Tourism Corporation at: http://www.virginia.org 

Updated Virginia Road Map Now Available

Share the Ride
Nu-Ride Provides Rewards for Carpoolers
NuRide is the nation’s largest online ridesharing community 
where members are rewarded for sharing rides, and has 
been operating in Hampton Roads since April 2006. The 
free program is supported by sponsors who reward NuRide 
members for reducing global warming, traffic congestion 
and energy consumption. Members receive points toward 
restaurant gift cards, retailer discounts and tickets to shows 
and attractions based upon trips tracked via the NuRide 
website.

Since April of 2006, the Hampton Roads community has 
over 2,000 riders who have shared over 35,000 rides. As of 

September, the NuRide website reported that the Hampton 
Roads NuRiders have eliminated 1,118,385 miles of travel 
and saved over 55,000 gallons of gas at a total of $270,385. 

For more information on NuRide or to join this on-line 
community, you must be at least 18 years old, and affiliated 
with an organization such as your employer or school.  Visit 
www.nuride.com for more information.
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Oct 15 Metropolitan Planning Organization 
 held at: 9am-11am The Regional Board Room

Nov 19 Metropolitan Planning Organization 
 held at: 9am-11am The Regional Board Room

Dec 17 Metropolitan Planning Organization 
 held at: 9am-11am The Regional Board Room
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