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Transcribed Public Comments from the 

July 20, 2017 HRTPO Board Meeting 
 

The views and opinions expressed during the public comment period do not necessarily reflect the 
opinion or policy of the HRTPO.  
 
Three people requested to address the HRTPO Board at the July 20, 2017 Meeting. Chair 
Johnson asked them to limit their comments to three minutes.  
 
Mr. Ellis James 
Norfolk Citizen  
 
Thank you, Madam Chair.  My name is Ellis W. James.  I reside in the city of Norfolk.  I was 
going to brag about how Hampton Roads can come together with a voice mighty and strong 
on offshore drilling and resisting that and seismic testing, something got in the way.  This 
issue of our port security is serious business, and this is not a put down of any of the good 
people who pay close attention.  It's not a put down of military, but the fact of the matter is 
how could it be more timely to have a study than the one we just heard about?  My 
understanding is from the data I've been able to secure, the port is going to be vulnerable, 
and that sure throws a monkey wrench in the study that was referenced. My understanding 
is that the Trump Administration is going to cut the inspection funding in 2018.  That's 
what's proposed.  And if we receive all of these new big containers and ships and we don't 
inspect them carefully, for dirty bombs, attack material and dangerous material, we must 
not be sleeping well at night or thinking right. There is no excuse for that funding to be cut 
in order to take funds for the wall in the southwest of this United States.  I certainly hope 
that this body will take a very close look at what's happening at VIT, NIT, and the naval 
base.  We are sitting on top of the largest naval base in the world, and we would invite 
containers into our port and right on top of our naval base without x-raying them and 
making sure they don't have something that could wipe out Hampton Roads?  That makes 
no sense to me.  I hope that this body will take the close look at that because it was right 
there on the screen.  Thank you, Madam Chair. 
 
Ms. Donna Sayegh 
Portsmouth Citizen 
 
Good morning.  My name is Donna Sayegh and I live in Portsmouth.  Item number 15 
discussed the 2045 socioeconomic forecast.  In the minutes it stated that the staff received 
great responses from the localities, that each projection can assist organizations with 
future planning.  This forecast is not an economic development or growth management 
tool. Then it reported that the projected employment numbers for 2045 are lower due to an 
aging population and fewer replacement workers in the next generation, that the labor 
force participation rate is declining and is projected to continue to decline until the 2030s 
and that established industries that in Hampton Roads are not poised for long-term robust 
growth.  This statement is not accurate.  Why do you think we have all these new orders              
from the General Assembly for new bureaucracies?  The statement this forecast is not an 
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economic development or growth management tool, this statement is incorrect.  This is a 
tool for economic development and growth management. Why do you think it was made?  
This tool is to tell people what the federal government is intending to do with them. 
Looking at Portsmouth 2040 socioeconomic forecast, it reads there will be a decrease of 
261 vehicles in 2045. What is the perceived reason for this?  It also reads there will be a 
decrease in over 3,000 workers by 2045.  Why would Portsmouth have that amount of 
decrease in workers?  Why wasn’t the number of public housing units included in this 
economic forecast since the federal government is dictating what the people must do to get 
our tax money back to our region?  We need to decrease the number of public housing units 
in each city and county.  Another issue to include is how the tolls are affecting the region 
and how the tolls are affecting Portsmouth.  Maybe that's why we're going to having a 
decrease in vehicles and workers.  Maybe these people are going to become a statistic for 
welfare.  I'm tired of taxation without representation.  This board is all about money and 
not about the people in our Virginia.  Thanks for listening.      
 
Ms. Dianna Howard 
Virginia Beach Citizen   
                  
Hello, my name is Dianna Howard. I'm from Virginia Beach and also on the CTAC committee 
and I’m the chair of the Virginia Beach Tea Party. While I appreciate the roads being built 
down here in Virginia, in Hampton Roads, let us remember the state, these are state roads 
and the state said for you to get them funded we're going to give you an extra tax.  So we're 
building these extra roads down here.  And while Ms. Grindly Johnson pointed out that she 
got nine billion dollars’ worth of requests and she only had one billion dollars to spend, we 
have nine billion dollars’ worth of transportation projects that we need to do down here.  
So any of that money coming from tolls down here should be going to the Hampton Roads 
Transportation Fund to help us pay for it.  Because I just seen in the paper where there was 
$24 million of transportation funds that went to build a parking garage in Northern 
Virginia for an arena.  Is that where our transportation funds are supposed to be going to?  I 
would like that answer why that is because there's nothing that irks a taxpayer more than 
being taxed for one issue and then having it diverted to another. We're talking about using 
our money wisely.  So if we're going to spend transportation money, let's spend it on 
transportation.  So I would like the General Assembly, those of you who are members here, 
to do something to prevent our transportation dollars to be spent on stuff.  Also, the TPO, 
you have that 2040 plan.  Take out the light rail studies that we said no on.  We should not 
be wasting money.  Thanks. 




